Crossed desensitization between plasma kallikrein and trypsin.
The addition of rat plasma kallikrein or trypsin to the bath containing rat uterus caused contraction. On repetition, the same amount of the enzyme, after 4-5 additions, elicited desensitization. When a double dose of the enzyme was used the contraction again occurred. However, after desensitization to kallikrein the response for trypsin remained in altered, but after the desensitization for trypsin the uterus did not respond to kallikrein. Chymotrypsin, in spite of did not cause contraction, became the uterus insensitive to kallikrein and trypsin. It seems that bradykinin is not involved in the mechanism of contraction. The desensitization may be due to the release of inhibitors specific for kallikrein or trypsin; the effect of chymotrypsin may also be due to release of similar inhibitors.